
The following is a communications briefing for the week ending 9-11-20 on behalf of 
Dr. Cash. 
  
Dear Colleagues:  
 
The 2020-2021 school year has begun!  Several schools had full parking lots all week, 
with teachers eager to reconnect with students, and vice versa.  Despite sporadic first 
day challenges in technology, this unprecedented remote start to a new school year 
saw improvements each day, and we expect next week to be even better!  Kudos to our 
stellar teachers who have shown enthusiasm in this learning curve of fully remote 
instruction by forming their own internal help groups with District support.  Our 
teachers are helping each other, as well as their students, in a highly commendable 
TEAM effort! 
 

 
A Marva J. Daniel Futures Academy #37 remote class takes place, while a mother and 
daughter join in and learn! 
 
Yesterday, I joined Mayor Brown and the Buffalo Bills in a virtual press conference to 
launch a public awareness and community empowerment campaign that will encourage 
people to complete their census questionnaire, register to vote, help close the digital 
divide, and support law enforcement initiatives in the City of Buffalo.  The initiative goes 
far beyond connectivity, but it will put hot spots into 4,500 of our households that are 
without Wi-Fi.  Thank you to Terry and Kim Pegula, the Buffalo Bills, and to Mayor 
Byron Brown, for recognizing the equity and inclusion needs of our families in the 
generous spirit they have become known for.  Education, Empowerment and Equity are 
an essential triad for the historically disenfranchised among us. I salute the effort, and I 
know I speak for the Buffalo Board of Education and all of our students and families in 
offering profound gratitude for this important initiative. 
 



 
We were joined by Jerry Hughes, Bills Captain and Defensive End; Josh Norman, Bills 
All-Pro Cornerback, and Dion Dawkins, Bills Captain and Left Tackle. 

Each day throughout this first week of school, connectivity and device distribution has 
improved. Regarding device distribution, with 31,929 active students enrolled (including 
grades PK-1), 26,366 in Grades 2-12 have picked up a device, 2,455 have not picked up 
a device, and 364 still need to exchange an iPad for a laptop. PreK – 1st grade devices, 
through our Smart Schools grant will arrive any day now.  In order to streamline the 
device distribution process and alleviate long wait lines, adjustments were made, 
resulting in moving the lines along much more quickly. On Wednesday evening (which 
was an extended distribution day until 6:30 PM), there were only 5 families waiting 
outside at 5:30 PM.  

The IT Department remains committed to ensuring staff, students, and teacher can 
access the resources needed for remote learning. Our Help Desk staff also has 
extended hours (7:30 AM - 5:30 PM) to assist parents, students and staff with any 
questions or concerns they may have regarding connecting and/or logging in. While 
there might still be unforeseen and non-District-controllable issues with performance as 
a result of home network connections and other vendor supported sites like Schoology, 
the IT department is confident that all student and faculty devices will have few or no 
issues connecting to their instructional resources.  

  
Inside and outside of our Center for Innovation, Technology, and Training at 1515 South Park 



This day cannot pass without recognition of events from nineteen years ago, on September 11, 

2001.  America was under attack, and so many first responders and people who were merely 
living their everyday lives were suddenly made part of one of the most horrific events this 
nation has ever undergone, paying with their lives.  The pain and horror for those they left 
behind and an entire nation that mourned those who were lost still lives on today.  At this 
juncture, I would like to remind our entire Buffalo Public Schools community that peace and 
love and caring for one another’s safety and well-being must be a constant theme in Buffalo 
and in America.  The only important thing we will ever lose in this life is each other.  Let us 
pledge to always remember those who were lost to us, and that life is precious and must be 
lived fully and well -  in memory of those who are no longer with us. 
 

 
 
Enjoy your weekend, 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 


